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Scout Executive’s Comments 
 
Camping has always been the corner stone of the Scouting program.  It is the number one 
reason why families get involved in Scouting.  The lack of an outdoor program is the 
number one reason that families leave the Scouting program.  I want to encourage each 
Scout Unit to have a minimum of 1 outdoor activity per month in addition to participation 
in Council Camps. 
 
As you prepare for recruiting new families into your unit this fall, just think of the 
amount of marketing that can be achieved by your existing Scout members as they share 
their camping experiences with their friends.  This kind of excitement is also priceless in 
terms of recruitment of parents as leaders in your unit. 
 
Keeping active throughout the summer is the true definition of “delivering the promise” 
and will add to the general health of your Scout Unit.  Please have a safe, enjoyable and 
active summer! 
 
  
 

Welcome 
 

Greetings Scouts, Volunteers and Families.  My name is Justin Isbell and I am the new 
District Executive of the Crooked Creek District.  I started March 13th and am excited to 
meet all of the wonderful people that make Scouting possible.  My prior work experience 
includes teaching social studies at the high school level, journalism, advertising and 
planning and development for a nonprofit healthcare provider.  I am impressed with the 
time, effort and resources that you devote to Scouting.  I appreciate your continued 
support as we enter a very busy season in Scouting, with our Friends of Scouting 
campaign, spring membership recruitment, popcorn sales and summer camps on the 
horizon.  If there is any way that I can be of assistance to your unit, please do not hesitate 
to contact me by phone at 234-9111 or by e-mail at jisbell@bsamail.org. 

 



Okaw Valley Council Sporting Clay Shoot Invitational  
 
This will be an event to remember!!!!  The Okaw Valley Council is honored to invite you 
to the NEW World Shooting and Recreational Complex in Sparta, Illinois on Saturday, 
August 26, 2006. This year’s event will be co-chaired by Dave Butz and Frank Seppi. 
 
SHOOTERS PACKAGE INCLUDES: $100 each or $400 a team of four 

• Competition: 100 Targets      

• Team will consist of 4 shooters  

• A chance at 1st through 5th Place awards—– based on individual scores. 

• Unique to this Sporting Clay shoot, you can      purchase mulligan(s) to better your chances for prizes 

• “TOP GUN” :  The one shooting the highest raw score excluding your mulligan(s). 

• Exciting door prizes throughout the evening 

• Snacks & refreshments on the course 

• Event Luncheon (Burgers and dogs with fixings) 

• A ticket to the Dinner Auction 

Registration starts at 10:00am.  For more information and registration form please check 
our website at http://okawbsa.org/~councilactivities/ 

 

Brownsea 
 
WHEN:  June 4-10, 2006 
WHERE:  Camp Vandeventer 
WHAT:   

• To give youth leaders the confidence and knowledge to run troop 
programs. 

• To give youth leaders knowledge of the eleven basic skills of leadership. 
• To provide the opportunity for sharing ideas and experiences with other 

youth leaders. 
• To provide the model scout experience as a reference to improve and 

grow in Scouting. 
• To enhance the relationship between the junior leader and his 

Scoutmaster. 
• To have the participant learn and experience the patrol method. 
• To have a whole lot of fun!!!! 

WHO IS IT FOR:  Any Scout that will be in a leadership position or any First    
Class Scout. 
BACKGROUND:  The Brownsea National Youth Leadership Training Course 
takes its name from Brownsea Island, where Baden-Powell conducted the first 
Boy Scout camp in 1907.  The Okaw Valley Council’s Brownsea National Youth 
Leadership Training Program will be a comprehensive camp experience for youth 
leaders covering a week of exciting outdoor program activities.  This adventure 



will consist of training in a variety of areas including camp-craft skills, nature 
skills, hiking, pioneering, patrol games and competitions, program planning, and 
leadership skills. 
FEE:  $115 for one week of Training, food, 2 t-shirts, cap, song book, cook book, 
Bolo, tie, 2 patches, and shoulder loops.   
 
Please check out our website for an informational brochure, registration form, 
and scholarship application at http://okawbsa.org/~brownseatraining/ 
Scoutmaster : Dan Dickson, 588-2400  Asst Scoutmaster :Nancy Anderson, 473-
2565 

 
 

Fun with Son Weekends 2006 
ONLINE REGISTRATION NOW AVAILABLE 

 
This year’s Fun with Son is almost here!  The first session is at Camp Joy on June 9th 
and 10th. Session 2 is scheduled for July 7th and 8th at Camp Vandeventer. Space is 
limited, so sign up early. You can now register online or you can print out the registration 
form and mail it to the Scout Service Center.  Additional information, as well as the 
required health form, can be found at http://okawbsa.org/~funwithson/. 
   
 

Outdoor Training for Adult Leaders 
ONLINE REGISTRATION NOW AVAILABLE 

 

BALOO 
(Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation) 
Saturday, May 20, 2006 
Check in 7:30 a.m. 
Opening Assembly 8:00 a.m. 
Closing 5:15 p.m. 
WEBELOS LEADER OUTDOOR TRAINING 
Friday (optional) - Saturday,  
May 19-20, 2006 
Check in Friday 6:00 p.m. 
Check in Saturday 7:30 a.m. 
Opening Assembly 8:00 a.m. 
Closing 5:15 p.m. 
BOY SCOUT LEADER INTRODUCTION TO OUTDOOR SKILLS 
Friday-Saturday, May 19-20, 2006 
Check in Friday 6:00 p.m. 
Beginning Session 7:00 p.m. 
Closing 5:15 p.m. 
It’s time to get trained!  The Okaw Valley Council Adult Leader Outdoor Training course 
is set for Friday, May 19th and Saturday, May 20th at Camp Vandeventer. This course is 
helpful for any adult leader, but is especially beneficial to those who are new leaders in 
Scouting.  The cost is $7.00 per person.  Registration forms are available on the council 
website and in the Scout Shop.  In addition, online registration is now available.  For 
more information visit http://okawbsa.org/~counciltraining/ or contact Outdoor Training 
Coordinator Steve Turner at sxturner@charter.net.  



 
 

2006 COLLEGE OF COMMISSIONERS SCIENCE 
 

The 2006 College of Commissioners Science will be held on Saturday May 13, 2006 at 
Lindenwood University in Belleville.   
 
Commissioner College provides advanced training and information for adult leaders.  
Specific training is provided for Unit Commissioners, District and Assistant District 
Commissioners and their staffs, as well as other Unit, District and Council Leaders.  All 
adult leaders should find the experience rewarding. 
 
We offer Bachelors, Master, Post Graduate, Doctoral and Basic Commissioners Training.  
New Commissioners must complete commissioner’s basic training before attending the 
Bachelors Program. Scouters should enjoy networking opportunities along with program 
updates. 
 
The basic curriculum is general to the needs of Commissioners, there is much to offer for 
anyone involved in the Scouting Program. 
 
Registration is being taken now at the Council Service center.  Registration before May 1, 
2006 is $20.00 per person. (on or after the May 1, date registration will be $25.00) 
Tuition includes all course materials, refreshments, lunch and awards. 
For more information and class schedules, contact the Okaw Valley Council at 618-234-
9111, or visit the website at www.okawbsa.org . This information for registration can be 
downloaded and emailed back. 
The 2006 Chairman is Mike Weaver who can be reached at: mike.weaver@conti-na.com. 
 

FRIENDS OF SCOUTING-COMPANY MATCHING GIFTS 2006 
 
The following companies provide matching gifts to our council. Contributors should 
request their company’s matching gift form in order to complete the match.  Usually, the 
match is for contributions in amounts of $25 or more.  Some companies will double the 
match when the employee is registered volunteer: 
 

1. AAA 
2. American Express 
3. Anheuser-Busch 
4. Adventis 
5. Bank of America 
6. Beldon CDT 
7. Brown Shoe Co. 
8. Burlinton Northern & Santa Re Railway Co. 
9. Chubb & Son 
10. Citigroup 
11. Computer Associates 



12. Data Research 
13. Dictaphone      
14. Equitable Life Insurance Co. 
15. First Data Corporation 
16. First National Bank 
17. FM Global Foundation 
18. Gannett Foundation 
19. Great West, ADP 
20. Harcourt General 
21. Home Depot Foundation 
22. Kemper 
23. Mastercard International 
24. Maytag 
25. McDonald’s Corporation 
26. Microsoft Corporation 
27. Monsanto 
28. MSCC 
29. Neiman Marcu Group 
30. Novus International 
31. Ownes Illinois, Inc. 
32. Pepsi Cola 
33. Pepsico Foundation 
34. Pfizer Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance 
35. Purina Mills, Inc. 
36. RailPAC 
37. Reliable Life insurance Co. 
38. Sallie Mae 
39. Sara Lee Baking Group 
40. Sedgwick, Inc. 
41. Sun Microsystem Foundation 
42. Temple-Inland Mortage 
43. Tenet Healthcare Foundation 
44. TransAmerica Foundation 
45. Waste Management 
46. Western union 
47. W.W. Grainger 
48. Xtra Corporation 

 
POPCORN !!!! POPCORN !!! POPCORN !!!!!!! 

 
It’s never to early to start thinking about POPCORN. If you are looking for a way to fund 
all your unit activities for 2006-2007, WE HAVE GOT A PLAN. Start planning now to 
get involved in the Fall 2006 Popcorn Sale. More and more information will be 
forthcoming through the ECHO, the WEBSITE, and the POPCORN TRAININ scheduled 
for early August. For right now, make your mind up to sell and mark your calendar for 
sale dates September 30- October 17 !!! 



 
 
 

Wood Badge C-39-06 
 

Are you ready for Wood Badge Course C-39-06?  The staff of this course is 
getting ready for you!  And who should take Wood Badge?  The new leader, the veteran 
leader, the leader with a little experience …… den leaders, troop leaders, Cubmasters, 
Scoutmasters, Varsity Leaders, Venture Crew Advisors, committee members, District 
leaders, Council leaders, Scout Professionals ……. in short – anyone and everyone 
involved in Scouting who would like to increase their leadership and management 
abilities.  You will have fun, learn skills, have more fun, make lifelong friends, have even 
more fun, and experience first hand how all of this applies to every level of Scouting.  
This training course will be held over two weekends in the fall:  September 15, 16, and 
17, 2006 and October 7, 8, and 9, 2006, at Camp Joy.  A registration deposit of $25 will 
hold a spot for you, with the remainder of the $190 registration fee due by June.  Come 
join us for the training of a lifetime! For more information contact Denny Wright at 
wright11@globaleyes.com 
 

 
Okaw Valley Council Annual Recognition Dinner 

 
The Okaw Valley Council’s Annual Recognition Dinner was held Saturday, 

March 25th @ Albert’s Banquet Hall in Belleville. Congratulations to co-chairpersons, 
Julia Pluff and Cindy Phelps for an outstanding event worthy of the recognition of the 
2005 Silver Beaver recipients. Hats off also go to Leo Desmond, Steve Holmes, and 
Martha Ward whose hard work helped make the event memorable. 

 
 

“Golf Tournament Will Tee It Up in May” 
 
 The 31st Annual Okaw Valley Council Golf Tournament will be held May 8th, 
2006, at The Orchards Golf Course in Belleville.  This year’s format will be a 4-person 
Scramble, and will start at 12:00pm, with lunch and registration beginning at 11:00am. 
 This year’s tournament promises to be full of fun, fellowship, and hopefully lots 
of birdies!  The Okaw Valley Council hosts a dinner and silent auction after play is 
completed, so make sure to put May 8th on your calendar today! If you would like to play 
in this year’s tournament or sponsor a hole, contact the Okaw Valley Council, or Matt 
Wagner at 234-9111 x. 29 or mawagner@bsamail.org. Flyers are available at the Scout 
Shop, or online at www.okawbsa.org, on your district’s page.   

A Special thanks to our Golf Tournament Committee Chairperson, Kevin Richter, 
a Belleville Eagle Scout who is currently a partner with Mathis, Marifian, Richter, and 
Grandy, Ltd. in Belleville.  Mr. Richter also serves on the Okaw Valley Council 
Executive Board.   
 



 
 

 
 

CROOKED CREEK DISTRICT 

****************************************************** 
District Chairman, Bruce Merrell, 436-6205 

District Commissioner, Lee Gross, 533-1782 
District Executive, Justin Isbell, 234-9111 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
April 2 – Daylight Savings Time Begins – Don’t forget to “Spring Forward.” 
April 6 – Roundtable at Breese Central 
April 11 – Council Commissioner Basic Training 
April 13 – Commissioner Staff Meeting 
April 14 – Good Friday.  The Council Service Center and Scout Shop will be closed. 
April 16 – Easter Sunday 
April 18 & 20 – Fire It Up For Scouting at Centralia West FD station 
April 20 – District Committee Meeting at Midland States Bank 
April 21 through 23 – OA Spring Fellowship 
April 27 – Council popcorn kickoff 
May 4 – Program Preview 
May 8 – Council Golf Tournament 
May 11 – Commissioner Staff Meeting 
May 14 – Mother’s Day 
May 18 – District Committee Meeting 
May 29 – Memorial Day - The Council Service Center and Scout Shop will be closed. 

 
 

District Award of Merit  
 
Congratulations to Barbara Schaefer from Troop 223 in Bartelso and Neil Schaffer from 
Troop 281 in Carlyle for earning the District Award of Merit.  Barbara and Neil were 
presented with this award at the District Dinner on February 25th and received council-
wide recognition at the Okaw Valley Council Dinner on March 25th.  Scouting can not 
exist without the hard work of wonderful volunteers like Barbara and Neil.  Thank you to 
everyone who has devoted their time, talent and resources in the past year to provide 
excellent experiences for our Scouts. 
 

 
Spring Membership Recruitment 

 
Spring membership recruitment events will be held in April.  This year Crooked Creek 
District is partnering with area fire departments to present Fire It Up For Scouting.  Area 
fire departments will host tours of fire departments for boys from kindergarten through 
fifth grade.  This is an excellent opportunity for your unit to show how much fun scouting 



is and enroll new members.  An informational flyer with dates, times and locations of 
Fire It Up For Scouting events will be available soon.  If you are interested in helping 
make this event a success by conducting brief Boy Talks in your community’s schools 
that will encourage attendance at the events, please contact District Executive Justin 
Isbell at jisbell@bsamail.org or by phone at 234-9111. 
 
 

New Leader Training 
 
Crooked Creek District held a training session on Saturday, March 11th at Central High 
School in Breese.  The following unit leaders received training: 
 

New Leader Essentials 
Amy Gordon 
Kurt Schmitz 
Phyllis Bango 
David Rakers 
Rob Blinn 
James Strubhart 
Thomas Anderson 
Frank Schroeder 
Randy Lightfoot 
Douglas Hediger 
Kelly Hixenbaugh 
 

Cub Scout Leader Specifics 
Rob Blinn 
Ted Bealer 
David Kohers 
James Strubhart 
Daniel Pickett 

 
Scoutmaster and Assistant Scoutmaster Specifics 

Lee Gross 
Kenneth Hilmes 
Randy Lightfoot 
Douglas Hediger 
Kelly Hixenbaugh 
Kevin Gordon 
Frank Schroeder 
Lyle Gross 
Tina Ford 
 

Troop Committee Challenge 
September McAdoo 
Corrine Cunningham 
Phyllis Bango 
Frank Schroeder 
Shelly Zeisset 
Amy Gordon 
Kurt Schmitz 
Darlene Menietti 
Eugene McAdoo 



 
Thank you to those who participated in this training session.  These sessions are essential 
to ensuring that we provide quality experiences for our Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.  If 
you have any questions about training, please contact Helen Renschen by phone at 594-
4431 or e-mail at garyrenschen@charter.net. 
 
 
 
 

Friends of Scouting 
 

With most of the Family Friends of Scouting Presentations completed, the time has come 
to begin our annual Community Friends of Scouting Campaigns.  The Carlyle 
Community campaign kicked off on Wednesday, March 15th.  Kickoffs for the remaining 
Crooked Creek communities will occur in April.  If you would like to volunteer to help 
contact community members to ensure the success of our Friends of Scouting campaign, 
please contact Justin Isbell at jisbell@bsamail.org or by phone at 234-9111.  This is a 
great way to help ensure the success of all of our Scouts with a minimal time 
commitment. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mannaseh and OA Costume Trng Workday 
Camp Joy April 29th  9 – 4.  No cost.  Clean up ceremonial grounds for the OA and Tribe 
of Mannaseh in A.M. and make costumes, fire building and training tom-tom beaters and 
runners in the afternoon.  Register on-line in advance. 
 
 
 
 
 

Crooked Creek Day Camps 
 
Moose Park in Centralia, June 20 – 22nd  
Camp Joy, July 19 – 21st. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submissions 
Have information to share about your unit?  If you would like to submit news about your unit in the 
Crooked Creek District, please do so through e-mail to jisbell@bsamail.org.  Submissions should answer 
the questions: who, what, where, when, why and how.  Pulitzer Prize winning writing is not required; all 
submissions will be proofread and edited for spelling and grammar if necessary. 



BLACK GOLD DISTRICTBLACK GOLD DISTRICTBLACK GOLD DISTRICTBLACK GOLD DISTRICT    

****************************************************** 

    
District Chairman, Joe Gliosci, 246-7351  

District Commissioner, Ron Wood, 806-5478 
District Executive, Dennis Bathon, 242-8505 

 
March 31, April 1,2- Black Gold District and Crooked Creek District Spring Camporee 
at Bell Smith Springs 
 
April 1 - Day with Jesus at Camp Joy, Camp Van, and Carbondale 
 
April 6 - CS, BS, Rt 7P at Dix  
OA Chapter Meeting 7P at Dix 
 
April 13 - BG Commissioner Mtg. 7P at Dix 
 
April 14  – Good Friday 
 
April 16 - EASTER 
 
April 20 - BG Committee Mtg. 7P at Dix 
 
April 21,22,23- OA Spring Fellowship-Lodge Meeting Ordeal- More information on 
website 
 
April 25  – Join Scouting Night – Local Schools 
 
April 27  – Council Coordinal Committee Meeting at 7P Belleville. Activities, Camping, 
Advancement, Training, Membership, Council Popcorn Kickoff, Key 3  
 
May 2, 2006 – Key 3 Meeting 
 
May 4, 2006 – CS/BS OA Chapter Meeting, 7:00 PM at Dix Community Center 
 
May 11, 2006 – Commissioner Meeting, 7:00 PM at Dix Community Center 
 
May 14, 2006 – Mother’s Day 
 
May 17, 2006 – Council Day Camp Meeting, Council Service Center, 7:00 PM 
 
May 19th, 20th, 2006 – Council Outdoor Leader Training, Camp Vandeventer 
 
May 18, 2006 – Committee Meeting, 7:00 PM, Dix Community Center 



 
 

Family Friends Of Scouting 
 

YES- it is time to close out the Family Friends of Scouting Campaign for 2006. Most of 
our units have already had their Family Friends of Scouting presentation. If your unit has 
not set a date, contact your District Executive to do the presentation for your Blue Gold 
Banquet or Court of Honor. If we don not hear from you, a District Family Friends of 
volunteer will be calling to ask for your presentation date in the very near future. 
 
This year we have a new FOS OKAW VALLEY COUNCIL STRIP. Everyone who turns 
in a pledge card at the presentation for $110 will receive the new FOS Council Strip, and 
Art Prints are available at the $350 and $700 giving levels. These recognition items are to 
aid in the quest of family support of the Council Friends of Scouting program.  
 
Past support of Scouting families has allowed the OKAW Valley Council to keep camp 
fees lower than any other council in the central part of the United States while continuing 
to improve facilities through out the council. Thank You to all Family Friends of 
Scouting participants for their past support of the OKAW Valley Council.  

 
 

School Night For Scouting Plans Underway 
The annual Spring Join Scouting Night will be held on Tuesday, April 25,2006 in Black 

Gold. Cub Scout Packs and Boy Scout Troops across the Black Gold District are asked to 
recruit new Scouts so they can participate in the exciting summer programs of the Boy 

Scouts of America. 
Just think of the advantages of spring recruiting… 
• The new Scout families get involved just before going into the exciting summertime 

programs of camps, local unit activities, etc. 
• The kids are not in school so really appreciate some quality programs over the summer.  
• The new dens that form in the spring are MUCH better organized and ready for the fast-

paced fall schedule of parades, popcorn sales, Scouting for Food, etc. 
• And, the new Scouts and parents have plenty of time to read through their handbooks 

before the regular weekly meeting schedule kicks in again in the fall – better prepared 
to succeed.  

Obviously, it is important to have a quality summer program planned before conducting 
your Spring Join Scouting Night. Without an active summer program, your new Scouts 
may become inactive before the excitement kicks off again in the fall. Plan now to have 
an active summer program and recruit those new Scouts so they too can enjoy the 
wonderful adventure of Scouting. 
 
 

 
 



 
Summertime Program is Vital to a Healthy Cub Scout Program 

 
Spring is a great time to give every youth and their family the opportunity to join and be a 
part of our program. What a difference our summer program can make in their lives, and 
the health of your unit.  
 
Just imagine your boys enjoying at least three summertime pack or troop activities- 
baseball nights, high adventure events, a week of Scout Summer Camps, Cub Day Camp, 
Cub and Webelos Resident Camp, bike rodeos, float trips along with the summer rank 
advancement opportunities.  
WOW!!! How much fun they can have! 
 
We need to invite those boys graduating from kindergarten this spring to join Tiger Cubs, 
follow up with those boys we failed to recharter, and not lose those Webelos graduating 
from packs. It is a fact the longer a youth is in our program, the greater positive effect we 
have on them the rest of their life.  
 
Let’s all our summer program available to all the youth possible.  
 
 
 
 
 

Black Gold District Dinner 2006 
The Black Gold District Dinner was held February 25,2006 at he Community Church of 
Christ, Flora, Illinois and what an event with over one hundred eagle scouts, scouters, 
spouses and families to celebrate another great year of Scouting in the Black Gold 
District. 
 
The highlights of the evening include: 
• The recognition and the attending of the 2005 Eagle Scout Class of Black Gold. This is the second time 

that the Eagles attended the District Dinner. Also in attendance were ten to twelve older Eagles from 
Troop 282 going back to the class of 1977 to 2002. What a great experience to have twenty plus Eagles in 
attendance at a District Dinner.  

• Congratulations to the units that received Quality Unit status, participated in the Scouting for Food, FOS 
and spring and fall recruitments. 

• Congratulations to the Scouters for their training awards and all the Veteran awards as well. 
 
• A BIG Black Gold THANK YOU to George and Paula Dickinson, Tom and Rita Barbre,  Anne Bright, 

Sarah Lee, and others. They make the Dinner a great event and a time for seeing what was accomplished 
this year. Again, a great job well done.  

 
The MC for the evening was Dr. David Mills who as an Eagle Scout from Troop 282, exeplied the Eagle 
Class and Philmont experiences of the Troop – Thank You for your added touoch toward the evening.  
 
• The High point of the evening was the District Award of Merit being given to Deanna Lynch and Lloyd 

Reinkensmeier. Congratulations to these two for what they have done for scuting in Black Gold. 



• The Bryon Fortney Boy Scouter Award was given to John White and the Bryon Fortney Cub Scouter 
Award was given to Tonia White. Congratulations to a great scouting family. 

• The Distinguished Service Award we given to Al Futransky – Congratulations for a job well done as 
District Chairman. 

• The Commissioner of the Year was Daniel House 
• Unit Leaders fo Distinction Award were to the following Units:  
Pack 101-Floyd Manley 
Pack 102-Deanna Lynch 
Pack 103-Tracie Reisenberg 
Pack 104-Tiffany Trotter 
Pack121-Kevin Cralley 
Pack173-Stephen Brake 
Pack181-Faye Hedden 
Pack 235-Walter Curry 
Pack 262-Curt Piper 
Pack 288-Lora Harrison 
Troop 102-Brad Pace 
Troop 103-Russel Dalby 
Troop 235-Dianna Words 
Troop 262-Lloyd Melton 
Troop 288 Scott Hards 
Crew 102-Beth Riley 
Crew 103-Edward Melton 
 
Again Thank You all for an outstanding Dinner for Black Gold.  
Black Gold as a tribute to our Eagles we as a District recognized an Eagle that made the 
ultimate sacrifice and give his life for his country while serving in the Marines- Jonathan  
Kyle Price was remembered by the group and a memorial box was given to his parents 
through Ronald Riley and David Stout, as well as a slide show of Kyle Price: THANK 
YOU FOR A JOB WELL DONE. 
 
 
 

Fall Preview 
 
Mark your calendars now and rally your unit leadership to attend your District Program 
Preview on May 4,2006. This is where your unit will receive first hand information about 
the upcoming 2006-2007 Scouting activities and events.  
 
The 2006-2007 Council Calendar will be available that night as will information on how 
to sign up for a year’s worth of Council and District level programs-such as Summer 
Camp, Dinners, Camporees, Popcorn, Scouting for Food, Friends of Scouting Night, 
High Adventure, and much, much more. Check your district webpage out at 
www.okawbsa.org for more details on your particular Program Preview. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KASKASKIA DISTRICT 

****************************************************** 
District Chairman: Harold Hughes, 476-3838  

District Commissioner: Jeannie Scott, 476-3737 
       Senior District Executive: Matt Wagner, 234-9111 

 
 
 
 

April Meetings & Events: 
ROUNDTABLE: 
 April 6th, 2006  7:00pm St. John’s Lutheran School, Red Bud 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONER MEETING: 
 April 20th, 2006  7:00pm  Red Bud Regional Hospital 
COUNCIL COORDINATED COMMITTEE MEETING 
 April 27th, 2006  7:00pm  OVC Service Center 
DISTRICT CUB SCOUT TRAINING AND TRAINER DEVELOPMENT COURSE 
 April 28th, 2006 7pm, Location TBA (in Waterloo) 
 
May Meetings & Events: 
MAY 5TH, 2006 7pm PROGRAM PREVIEW, CAMP VANDEVENTER 
MAY 12TH, 2006 7pm DISTRICT COMMISSIONER MEETING 
MAY 19TH, 2006 7pm DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Preview Date Set! 
 The Kaskaskia District will be holding our annual “Program Preview” for the 
program year 2006/2007 on May 4th, 2006, 7:00pm, at Camp Vandeventer in Waterloo.  
All units should plan to attend; this meeting will include information and discussion 
about all the important events during the next 18 months in the Okaw Valley Council!  In 
addition, we will be giving away door prizes, and having lots of fun!   

Make sure to put this date on your calendar, and invite all the key leaders in your 
unit.  We plan to have over 100 adult Scouters at this event to learn about all the great 
Scouting events coming up, and, unless you want to be the unit chairperson for all those 
events, this is a great time to get your leaders excited about the upcoming Scouting year.  

In addition, the Kaskaskia District will be unveiling a new and exciting 
Roundtable Program for our monthly Roundtable meetings.  They will be more 
informative and program-idea based, and will be a platform to for better unit programs at 
the Den level.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Fall Popcorn Plan Ready to “POP” 
 
 Based upon a great sale in 2005, the Kaskaskia District and the Okaw Valley 
Council is ready to announce some great changes to benefit our units for the upcoming 
Fall 2006 Popcorn Sale.  These changes will be discussed at the District Program 
Preview, to be held May 4th, 7pm, at the new Dining Hall facility at Camp Vandeventer! 
 The Kaskaskia District will be speaking with individual units over the summer to 
discuss your unit’s plan for popcorn, but the important basic logistics and details will be 
introduced in May, to give your unit plenty of time to discuss your plan of action for our 
October sale.  Each unit should have a Popcorn Chairman ready to go, and make sure that 
individual attends the Program Preview to get all the details! For more info, talk to the 
District Kernel, Mike McClymont or email at mcclymr@htc.net. 
 
 
 
 

Summertime Pack Award – Ensuring a Great Summer Program 
 
 The Summertime Pack Award is the National Camping Award given to Packs 
who demonstrate a summer program for their Scouts.  The requirement to earn this award 
is simple: hold 3 pack activities during the summer months with at least 50% attendance!  
These can include attending Day Camp, Cub Scout Resident Camp, Fun with Son Camp, 
and all activities that your Pack is planning for this summer.   
 Contact District Advancement Chairperson Polly Hall for more details, or attend 
the April Roundtable to get more information on this important award! Methods on 
earning this award will be the topic of our Roundtable Meeting, April 6th, 7pm, at St. 
John’s Lutheran School in Red Bud, Illinois. 
 
 
 
 

Spring School Night for Scouting 
 
 The Kaskaskia District Committee and Key 3 introduced an exciting Membership 
Plan and Recruitment effort for the Spring 2006 School Night for Scouting.  Based upon 
the Total Available Youth in the schools your pack serves, your Cub Scout Pack was 
given a membership goal of serving a specific percentage of those youth.  For example, 
Pack XYZ has 50 youth, and serves a school with a total available youth of 100.  Pack 
XYZ serves 50% of the total available youth.  Each Pack in the Kaskaskia District was 
given their goal at the March Roundtable meeting, and if you reach your goal by June 
30th, your Cub Scout will be able to attend Cub Scout Rally Day, a new and exciting one-
day activity to be held in September, for FREE.  What a great opportunity to get your 
kids to camp for a great day of fun!   If you have questions about your unit’s goal of 
membership growth, please contact Matt Wagner, mawagner@bsamail.org, or your unit 
commissioner! 



 
 

ILLINI DISTRICT 

****************************************************** 
District Chairman: Stan Franklin, 482-5627 

District Commissioner: Kenneth Berry,779-5499  
District Executive: Ray Coleman, 234-9111 

 
 
April Meeting & Events 
 
Swimming and cleanup: April 1, 2006  
 
Key 3:  April 6, 2006 
 
Field Trip:  A. M. Jackson to Katherine Dunham Museum 
 
Community Wide Boy Scout Meeting:  April 15, 2006 
 
District Committee Meeting:  April 20, 2006 
 
Swimming and cleanup: April 22, 2006 
 
Lincoln Pilgrimage: April 30, 2006 

 
May Meetings & Events 
 
Key 3:  May 4, 2006 
 
Swimming and cleanup: May 6, 2006  
 
Leadership Training:  May 13, 2006 
 
District Committee Meeting:  May 18, 2006 
 
Spring Camporee:  May 19-21, 2006 Horseshoe Lake State Park 
 

Welcome 
 
The In School Scouting field trips for the months of February and March were all to the Katherine 
Dunham Museum.  These field trips will hopefully encourage our kids to be good citizens by 
getting to know the contributions Ms. Dunham have made as an anthropologist, dancer, 
choreographer, and community activist.  Our April field trips will follow suit.  The Katherine 
Dunham Museum gives the youth of East St. Louis School District 189 the opportunity to view the 
artifacts of a world-renowned woman who makes her home in their community.  While the kids 
were at the Museum they were instructed to write letters to Ms. Dunham as part of the 
educational purpose of the visit. 
 
On April 15th, we will have a community wide meeting to bring all Illini District Adult Scouts to 
come together for educational purposes as well as Friends of Scouting and Manpower.  This will 
be an opportunity to raise the awareness of what traditional scouting is about and to utilize the In 
School Scouting as well as After School Scouting as a recruitment tool. 



THE GREAT ST. CLAIR DISTRICT 

****************************************************** 
 

District Chariman : Darrell Eickhoff,  332-5400 
District Commissioner : Carm Walgamott, 628-3085  

District Director: Everette Sherrod, 234-9111 
District Executive: Beth Eckert, 234-9111 

    District Executive: Dave Garris, 234-9111  
 
 
 
April Calendar of Events 
6th     Roundtable, 7pm, 1st Presbyterian Church, Belleville 
7th     Institute Day - Day Camp 
11th   Spring into Scouting Recruitment  
13th   Commissioner Meeting, 7pm, 1st Presbyterian Church, Belleville 
17th   District Committee Meeting, 5:30pm, Scout Service Center, Belleville 
 
May Calendar of Events 
4th     Program Preview Roundtable, 7pm, 1st Presbyterian Church, Belleville 
11th  Commissioner Meeting, 7pm, 1st Presbyterian Church, Belleville 
13th College of Commissioner Science, Lindenwood University, Belleville 
15th  District Committee Meeting, 5:30pm, Scout Service Center, Belleville 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 Cub Scout Day Camp                                                                                                  
Come join the Cubs in the Jungle!!!! 

June 15-17  
Quail Club - Millstadt  

8:15am – 3:30pm                                                                                                               
July 12-14  

Horner Park - Lebanon 
8:15am – 3:30pm 

St. Clair District Day Camp is almost here!  Sign-up early to guarantee a spot!  For 
more information visit http://okawbsa.org/~stclair/  or contact St. Clair Day Camp 

Chairperson Jane Becker, 628-2183.  
 See you there!  

 
 



 
 
 

Spring into Scouting 2006 
 
It's that time of year again! It's time to Spring into Scouting!  This year’s Spring into 
Scouting is set for April 11th.  We are currently seeking help from Packs that participate 
in summertime activities and events. Any Pack wishing to participate in this year's Spring 
into Scouting recruitment drive needs to contact Dave Garris or Beth Eckert at the Scout 
Service Center to make arrangements. 
 
 
 
 
 

Indoor Training 
 
Get your leaders trained!   
 
When:  April 22, 2006 
Where:  Wolfbranch School in Swansea, IL 
Why:  Each leader needs to be trained in their specific area and share your ideas with 
other leaders! 
Time:  8am---? (Depending on what sessions you take) 
 
Please visit http://okawbsa.org/~stclair/ for more information and registration. 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher’s Institute Day Camp 
 
This is compact day camp was designed just for the kids who are out of school and want 
to have some fun!  Come join us on Friday, April 7 from 8:00am to 2:30pm at the Moose 
Lodge in Swansea to make Indian crafts, play games, learn Indian dancing, shoot BB 
guns, archery, and more!  Download the flyer and registration form at 
http://okawbsa.org/~stclair/ and look for the One Day….Day Camp.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Ken Katzer @ 624-0356. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CAMPING 

****************************************************** 

 

 
 

Cub Scout Resident Camp – Get Ready to “Cowboy Up!” 
 Camp Vandeventer will be full of Bucking Broncos and Crazy Cowboys as we 
head off to “Wild West Adventure” Cub Scout Resident Camp in 2006.  We’ve got lots 
of fun activities planned, including swimming, crafts, shooting sports (bb guns and 
archery), as well as some fun nature hikes and great games!   
 Cub Scout Resident Camp fees are $70 per Scout ($60 if paid by May 1st with 
your unit) and $30 per adult.  Those fees include everything you’ll need at camp, and also 
will include your very own “Wild West Adventure” T-Shirt!!! 
 The following camp dates are still open, but hurry, they fill up fast! 
  July 13 – 15, Webelos Camp Session 1 
  July 21 – 23, Webelos Camp Session 2 
  July 28 – 30, Webelos Camp Session 3 
  Aug 3 – 5,     Wolf & Bear Scout Camp, Session 1 
 
All units can register for Cub Scout Resident Camp by calling the Scout Service Center, 
234-9111, and making a $50 deposit to hold your spot.  Payment in full is required by 
May 1st to qualify for the discounted fees.  We’ll see you, Buckaroos!!! 
 
 

Camp Staff Opportunties 
Openings at Camp Joy and Camp Vandeventer 

 
Dennis Bathon, Camp Director for Camp Joy and Matt Wagner, Camp Director for Camp 
Vandeventer are looking for a few good Scouts to serve on the Okaw Valley Camp Staff 
for the summer of 2006. The Camp staff application is available at the Scout Shop or on 
line at www.okawbsa.org. 
 
We’ve had one great round of interviews already and plan to talk to more potential staff 
members at the OA Spring Fellowship. All applications for summer camp at Camp Joy 
and Camp Vandeventer will be reviewed for consideration to work on the summer camp 
staff.  
 
Scouts must be age 15 prior to the start of camp to be eligible to work in a paid position 
on staff.  Scouts who are 14 are eligible to become Counselors in Training, or “CIT’s”. 
CIT’s are not paid, but working as a CIT is a great opportunity to learn about camp staff 
duties and see if you would like to learn about camp staff duties and see if you would like 
to work full time in 2007. 
 



If you have not turned your application in, it is still not to late to turn it in as we still have 
openings in various areas of camp. We have several openings in the mess hall, 1st and 2nd 
class, and aquatics. If you are interested in joining the OKAW Valley Council Summer 
Camp Staff or know someone who is, please be sure to get an application and send it in 
right away so we can get you scheduled for an interview. Contact Camp Director Dennis 
Bathon(242-8505) bathon12@sbcglobal.net for more information about working on the 
2006 Camp staff. If you are only able to work at Camp Vandeventer in the latter part of 
the summer, please contact Camp Director Matt Wagner (mwagner@bsamail.org) or  
Program Director Claire Nordmann (cnordmann@bsamail.org) as soon as possible.  Get 
an application, fill it out, and send it in to the Council Service Center 335 West Main, 
Belleville, IL 62220. 
 
 

Camp Joy Attendance 2006 
Camp Joy opens in just three short months and more registrations are coming in from 
around the council as well as units outside the council. If your unit is planning to go to 
Camp Joy this summer, you will need to get your reservations in NOW. While weeks one 
and two are filling up fast, there is stillroom in each week. 
 
Get your reservation in now to avoid the disappointment of not going to Summer Camp. 
Make this year a Camp Joy experience for your youth. Keep the outing in Scouting and 
do it at beautiful Camp Joy. 
 

Camp Joy Summer Camp 2006 Camp “Workership” Program 
 

Through a variety of means, Scouts and units save money for camp fees. Selling popcorn 
or other products, work projects and person savings plans all give Scouts a sense of 
“earning their way to camp”. This positive process builds a Scout’s self –esteem and is 
vital to the overall goals of scouting.  
 
The camp “workership” program is designed to assist Scouts with a genuine financial 
need that would otherwise be unable to raise all of their camp fees. 
 
HERE IS HOW IT WORKS 

1. The unit leader, or other designated volunteer, sets up work at any not for profit organization other 
than the Boy Scouts of America. 

2. “Workership” applications are sent to the Okaw Valley Council by the Unit Leader. 
3. The “Workership” Committee reviews the application and returns a “Workership” approval to the 

Unit Leader. Scouts should NOT start the work project until the approval is received. 
4. The Scout is “paid” a camp credit by the Okaw Valley Council into their unit account at camp, at 

the rate of $5.00 per hour. 
5. The Scout must complete the work hours before attending camp.  
 
Applications should be submitted early to allow time for the Scouts to complete their work hours 
before attending camp. Due to the limited “workership” funds available each year, applications must 
be turned in no later than May 15th. 
 
Examples of what Scouts have done: 
• Raked leaves at a neighborhood center 



• Washed windows at a church 
• Cared for animals at a humane shelter 
• Cleaned the grounds and parking lot at a school 
• Ask your unit’s charter partner for ideas 

 
“Workership” confirmations will be sent directly to the Unit Leader and also will be 
credited to your camp account and available at camp during the check in process. 
 
 
 
Work-day requirement not optional for Units to get reduced Camp fees 

 
Units that plan to get the reduced fee to attend summer camp are reminded that one of the 
three requirements they must complete is to attend a work-day at one of the OKAW 
Valley Council’s camp properties. 
 
“The spirit of the requirements to help Scouts gain a sense of ownership in their camp by 
helping in the up keep and improvement of those properties,” said OVC Camping 
Committee Chairman Leo Desmond. 
“When units come to camp to work, we hope more than a single leader or Scout is there 
to represent that troop or unit.” 
 
A list of the remaining workdays prior to the opening of camp are listed below. If your 
unit can attend one of these scheduled days, contact Camp Ranger Shane Sellers ( Camp 
Van) at 939-6304 to arrange a separate day or weekend for your unit to help with a camp 
–improvement project. For Camp Joy dates, please contact Helen Renschen at 594-4431 
to schedule a different time.  
 
 
 
 
 

2006 Council Wide Workdays 
 
3/18-Camp Joy 
4/21/22/23/-Camp Joy –OA Spring Fellowship 
4/29 Camp Joy-OA and Mannaseh Work Day and Training 
5/13 Camp Van 
6/3 Camp Joy-Work Day and Leader Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ORDER OF THE ARROW 

****************************************************** 
Lodge Chief- 

Chris Simms- Carlyle 
 

Lodge Advisor- 
Cory Reeves- Belleville 

 
Lodge Staff Advisor- 

Dennis Bathon- Mt. Vernon 
 

Order of the Arrow- Spring Fellowship 
 
The Black Gold Chapter of Taleka Lodge is the host for the Spring Fellowship for Order 
of the Arrow at Camp Joy on April 21,22,and 23,2006. All OA members are encouraged 
to sign up and attend this great weekend of fellowship and cheerful service in getting 
Camp Joy ready for Summer Camp 2006. 
 
The Lodge has a lot of activities planned, and it will be a great weekend event. Also, 
Scouts (ordeal candidates) that were called out last summer will be able to complete their 
ordeal and join Taleka Lodge. 
 
This is also when our newly elected Vigil candidates will complete their ceremony to 
become Vigil members of the Lodge. A Vigil breakfast for the Vigil candidates and Vigil 
members and guest is being planned. Vigil members be sure to get your reservation in 
right away. This is a major event for the Vigil members.  
 
Sign up forms are on the council website as well as available at the Scout Service Center. 
Hope to see all OA members at the Spring Fellowship. 
 
 

Order of the Arrow- Camp Joy 2006 
 

During our 2006 Summer Camping Season, expect to see the Order of the Arrow hard at 
work. Our tentative schedule of events follows: 
 
Sunday- During check-in, all troops will be asked to identify all Arrowmen at Camp during the week. 
Arrowmen will also be able to sign up for the Brotherhood Class on Sunday evening.  
Monday-The Brotherhood Calss will hold its first meeting. 
Tuesday-All Arrowmen will be invited to an Ice Cream Social/Movie Night for fun and fellowship. There 
will also be a Brotherhood rededication program for all Brotherhood members of the Lodge. 
Wednesday-The OA will sponsor a Service Project open to all campers. 
Thursday-The Lodge will conduct a Brotherhood Ceremony for all Candidates who have completed the 
class. 
Friday-OA Night at Camp Joy. All Arrowmen are invited to wear their sashes during the day, which will 
culminate with Family Night and the OA Callout Ceremony. Remember lots of help is needed to put on an 
impressive Ceremony, so please volunteer to help as a member of ceremonies team. 
 


